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WHY THIS SESSION?

¢ Ideally, “…the language arts—listening, speaking, reading, and writing—should be 
integrated with each other and across the curriculum” (Strickland, 2012, p. 25). 

¢ Such integration may reduce student anxiety and increase the automaticity of 
student writing (NCTE 2016b)

¢ Examples (Anderson & Briggs, 2011; Bunn, 2013; NCTE, 2011; NCTE, 2016a; Rowlands, 
2016; Stevens, 2006):

¢ Asking students to respond to reading through writing and to incorporate 
information from reading into writing

¢ Asking students to analyze/emulate writer’s craft in their own writing 
(mentor texts)

¢ Engaging students in frequent low-stakes writing tasks in order to build the 
requisite skills and hone their own writer’s craft 

IN OTHER WORDS…. TOOL # 1 – EMOJI SUMMARIES (DUSTIN BRUMMIT)

Directions

¢ Summarize a reading, chapter, 
act, etc. using emojis. 

¢ Be sure to include major plot 
points, conflicts, and 
characters 

¢ Exchange with a partner and 
ask them to “read”/interpret it.

¢ Optional – reduce # of emojis 
(e.g., to 7) to keep the most 
important points but get rid of 
fluff

Example
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Your Turn! Choose a well known book, 
play, or short story and retell it using less 

than 10 emojis.  Be ready to share.

Can you Guess?  Hint – Act 1



TOOL #2:  TEXT REFORMULATION

What is It?

¢ Text reformulation (Beers, 2003) 
– A strategy that asks students to 
turn a poem into a newspaper 
article, a novel into a children’s 
book, etc.

¢ Digital Tool - Canva

¢ Option 1 – Turn a story into a 
”6-Word Memoir” with visual 
appeal

¢ Option 2 – Turn an ariticle 
into an infographic

How can it Help?

¢ Encourages close reading

¢ Asks students to process what 
they read by exercising written 
and digital literacy

¢ Encourages investment and 
motivation

¢ Can be completed individually or 
collaboratively

↔

TEXT REFORMULATION #1 – 6-WORD MEMOIR

6-Word Memoir Directions

¢ Choose a book, movie, tv series, etc. – any STORY that 
you really like or that you’ve read recently

¢ See if you can sum up that story in SIX WORDS.  
Make sure you incorporate several story elements 
(plot, conflict, setting, character, theme, etc.)

¢ Go to Canva.com and create a free account

¢ From the menu on the left, choose “Social Graphics”; 
from that menu choose “Instagram Posts”

¢ Choose the template you like the best and click on it 
to ”customize it” for your memoir

¢ At the top, click “Download” to save it to your 
desktop. Upload the image and post it on this padlet: 

https://padlet.com/doubetkj/Memoir

Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer

TEXT REFORMULATION #2:
INFOGRAPHICS (THEY’RE EVERYWHERE!)

DOUBET & SOUTHALL, 2018

New York Times ⬆

Real Simple magazine ➡

The 
bathroom 
last week 

➡

TEXT REFORMULATION #2 – INFOGRAPHIC

Directions

¢ Go to Canva again and choose “infographic” from the menu 
on the left

¢ Explore the kinds of infographic templates available. Pay 
particular attention to “Education,” ”Process,” and 
“Timeline.”

¢ Now go to Commonlit.org
You don’t have to create an account if you don’t want to; rather…

¢ Click on “Library” in top left

¢ Select “Genre” from the dropdown menu

¢ Choose “Informational Texts”

¢ Browse the selections and choose one that might be of 
interest (and on grade level for) your students. 

¢ Look back at the Canva Infographic templates. And think 
about how students might capture the information from the 
article in the template.

Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer

Example from McTighe, Doubet, & Carbaugh (in press)
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OTHER IDEAS FOR “FUN WITH CANVA”

¢ Students create personal “Postcards” to introduce 
themselves at the beginning of the year.

¢ Students utilize characterization techniques to               
create “business cards” or resumes for characters

¢ Students summarize a story by making a “10 Things you 
Need to Know” infographic

¢ Students use a “process” infographic template                      
to chart the evolution of a character

¢ Students share findings from research projects                     
using a Budget Proposal template

TEXT REFORMULATION #3 BOOK CREATOR

https://read.bookcreator.com/



TOOL #3:  DIGITAL REVIEWS

What is It?

¢ Based on Amazon Reviews 
(Gallagher, 2011) – Students 
read reviews for their favorite 
products and rate each as 
“helpful” or “not helpful”

¢ Together, the class compiles a 
list of criteria for a helpful 
review

¢ Students create their own 
reviews to be evaluate by class-
generated criteria

How can it Help?

¢ A natural opening into the 
teaching of argument

¢ Real products and reviews lend 
authenticity

¢ Encourages investment and 
motivation

LET’S GIVE IT A TRY!

1. Choose a favorite product, book,  gadget, etc. – one that you really 
like OR choose an item you’re thinking about purchasing.

2. Look up that item on Amazon – or another website – and read the 
product’s reviews.

3. Choose the top 3 most “helpful” reviews and make notes about why 
they are helpful.  

4. Choose the worst reviews and make notes about why they are NOT 
helpful.

5. Share responses to create our own class generated list

6. Create your own review (for this product or another) and post here: 
https://padlet.com/doubetkj/Reviews6

7. Pair up and peer review one another’s reviews using our class-
generated list.

Example from McTighe, Doubet, & Carbaugh (in press)

TOOL # 4 – TEXTING ARGUMENTS

Raw Form Annotated

TOOL #5:  GOODREADS

What is It?

¢ A forum that helps students explore 
and choose texts to read 

¢ Students write evaluations the texts 
they read (with the purpose of 
helping their peers choose). 

¢ Teachers can set up classroom 
“groups” or allow students to interact 
with the literary community at large

¢ Each book on Goodreads is linked to 
its site on Amazon.

How can it Help?

¢ Students can read, respond to, or rewrite 
the reviews posted on Amazon 
(audience). 

¢ Promotes the idea that reading is a 
connective, human activity. 

¢ Provides students with a sense of agency 
in choosing what they decide to read 

¢ Empowers them to express their feelings 
– both good and bad – about those 
choices.  

¢ Prohibits simply “rehashing plot” in 
reviews



GOODREADS IN ACTION

https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/214969-language-arts-methods---spring-2017

Strategy described in McTighe, Doubet, & Carbaugh (in press) TOOL #6:  PODCASTS AS MENTOR TEXTS 

What is It?

¢ Podcasts offer authentic examples of 
all the kinds of research and writing in 
which we want our students to 
engage.

¢ Topics range from lighthearted to 
informative to thought-provoking to 
heart wrenching.

¢ As they listen to episodes, students 
can focus on both content and style.

¢ Teachers would need to screen for 
episodes that are grade appropriate.

How can it Help?

¢ Stories are springboards for students to 
create/record their own stories – real or 
fictional; analysis pieces are springboards 
for students to conduct the same kind of 
analysis.

¢ Students write a script with the purpose 
of recording.

¢ Listening to their own voices provides 
natural motivation for revision .

¢ Increases awareness of the impact of 
their word choice, sentence fluency, 
organization, and style. 

¢ Increases investment and motivation.

“THE MOTH” –
SAMPLE ELA PERFORMANCE  TASK  

Role Audience Product/Performance
(Format)

Situation
(Topic)

Storyteller

Listeners of “The Moth” – A 
Podcast featuring amateur 

storytellers sharing 
significant life events

A Podcast (recorded story 
with script) of a pivotal 

moment in your life.

You have been selected to 
share your “pivotal 

moment” story on “The 
Moth” podcast. 

“The Moth” podcast (https://themoth.org/podcast) is producing a “student-series” of podcasts for an 
upcoming episode.  Their series title is “A pivotal moment.” Write a story for this podcast submission. You 
can use your Memory Poem as the seed, or choose another important life-moment to describe.  The story 
should be 4-6 minutes in length when read aloud and should feature imagery and figurative language that has 
the power to paint pictures of your experience in the minds of the podcast’s listeners. Return to the work 
of Gary Soto, Ray Bradbury, etc. for more inspiration on how to do this.  Remember – according to the 
site’s description, “Moth stories are true as remembered by the storyteller.” So, stay true to your 
memories and impressions and let your voice shine through so that your audience can picture your 
moment vividly.

Example from McTighe, Doubet, & Carbaugh (in press)

“THE DAILY” –
SOCIAL STUDIES PERFORMANCE  TASK  

Role Audience Product/Performance
(Format)

Situation
(Topic)

Student Guest 
Host of ”The 
Daily” – NYT 

Podcast

Listeners of “The Daily” – A 
Podcast that dives deeper 
into a current news story

A Podcast (recorded story 
with script) including at least 

one interviewed guest.

You have been selected to 
serve as the guest 
host/producer or                

“The Daily” podcast. 

“The Daily” podcast (www.nytimes.com – search “The Daily”) is seeking a student to guest host an upcoming 
episode of The Daily.  Their series title is “Student Spin: Today’s Issues from the Perspective of Teens.”  
You’re responsible for researching, writing, and producing a 20-minute spot. Here’s how to proceed:
• Choose a current event or issue that you are concerned about.  It can be local or national.  
• Do your background research to learn the basics of the story.  While you’re researching, look for aspects 

of the story that capture your attention
• Choose an aspect of the issue that you’d like to explore in more detail.  Conduct more research through 

both print and non-print forums.  
• Incorporate at least one interview.  If you can actually interview your source and include it in the podcast, 

that’s ideal.  If you need to, you can research the answers to your interview questions and ask a classmate 
to “read” that part when recording.

Remember – The Daily’s tagline is “This is how the news should sound,” so, make sure your story 
truly is newsworthy and that is it intriguing to listen to, as well.  Listen to sample episodes to get 
the feel.



OTHER ”MENTOR TEXT” PODCASTS

ELA
¢ A Way with Words

A public radio 
program about 
language examined 
through history, 
culture, and family.

¢ By the Book
The hosts chronicle life 
as they live by the rules 
of a different self-help 
book each episode to 
figure out which ones 
might actually be life 
changing.

Social Studies Both
¢ How I Built This

How I Built This weaves 
a narrative journey 
about innovators, 
entrepreneurs and 
idealists—and the 
movements they built.

¢ Rough Translation
How are the things 
we're talking about 
being talked about 
somewhere else in the 
world? Gregory 
Warner tells stories 
that follow familiar 
conversations into 
unfamiliar territory.

¢ Planet Money
The economy 
explained. Imagine you 
could call up a friend 
and say, "Meet me … 
and tell me what's 
going on with the 
economy." Now 
imagine that's actually a 
fun evening

¢ Revisionist History
Malcolm Gladwell's 
journey through the 
overlooked and the 
misunderstood. Every 
episode re-examines 
something from the 
past—an event, a person, 
an idea, even a song—
and asks whether we got 
it right the first time.

THE GOAL

“[READING] AND WRITING ARE BOTH 
EXPRESSIONS OF THE HUMAN CONDITION. 
[WE READ] SOMEONE ELSE’S EXPRESSION 
AND [WE WRITE] OUR OWN.” (PARTICIPANT 102)

(Doubet & Southall, 2017)
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